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Background to the Action Plan

The coastal villages of Amroth and Wiseman’'s Bridge and their neighbours,
Summerhill, Pleasant Valley, and Stepaside form a cluster of communities that
together have a tradition of self-help and a variety of local organisations.

In the early 1990’s they carried out a community appraisal with SPARC and published
a community Action Plan which contained a variety of proposals. These had been
largely achieved 2007 and include:
- AVillage Study for Amroth which included a flood prevention scheme

Creation of community park and garden on old Amroth hall site

Planting and seat scheme at Summerhill

Play area at Summerhill

Play area and picnic area at Stepaside

Feasibility Study to develop Stepaside Heritage Park and Craft Village.

Heritage interpretation panels at Summerhill and Stepaside

Heritage leaflets-Amroth/Summerhill & Stepaside/ Pleasant Valley & W. Bridge

Greenways panel at Stepaside bus stop

Development of long distance walks e.g. the Knights Way

The communities had grown and a combination of factors, such as the changing
nature of tourism and agriculture, interest in preserving the local environment and a
strong sense of needing to plan for the future vibrancy of the communities, prompted a
decision to update the community Action Plan.

In February and March 2008 two Community Visioning workshops took place.
Facilitated by PLANED, they helped residents of all ages and interests take a fresh
look at the villages’ needs and aspirations. The Visioning Workshops consisted of the
following activities:

Something Special — special qualities of the Amroth community.

A Community Audit — listing the main features and facilities

The Community in the Bigger Picture — considering global and local issues
Weaknesses, Threats, Strengths and Opportunities

The Vision for 2028 — Amroth Parish in the future.

Skills and Resources Audit — illustrating the variety of local skills
Translating Ideas into Action — using the information to plan projects

The workshop findings and the results of a community questionnaire has been drawn
up into this Action Plan which was circulated to all residents before being discussed at
a public meeting.

A total of 61 families responded to the Community Questionnaire, 30 had lived in the
community for more than 16 years, while 21 had lived in the community for between 6
and 15 years. The remainder had lived there less than 5 years. Reasons for moving
to the community in the first place, if not born there , were mainly about seeking a
better quality of life, peace and quiet and a beautiful environment. Seven families
moved to the area to be closer to family and seven for retirement. Reasons for any
proposed move from the community centred on family, work and education.



The Action Plan Area

The Amroth Community Council area takes into account the wards of Amroth and
Crunwere. For the purpose of this Action Plan the Amroth ward is the specific focus
and includes the communities of Amroth, Summerhill, Stepaside, Wiseman'’s Bridge
and Pleasant Valley. There are 788 people on the electoral roll for the Amroth ward.

The coastal village of Amroth is located about three miles east of Saundersfoot and is
the final Pembrokeshire settlement before the coastline runs into Carmarthenshire.

The population of the village and its coastal neighbour to the west, Wiseman'’s Bridge,
rises from a few hundred in winter to several thousand during the holiday season. The
many caravan sites and holiday parks, are open year round and many people regard
the area as their second home.

Amroth beach is popular with summer visitors and is famous for its petrified drowned
forest. When the tide is very low, petrified tree stumps are visible - they have been
there since the last ice age. Fishing competitions and community events, such as the
annual New Year's day swim, take place on the beach.

The village street is fringed with houses, three pubs, a shop and a café while the
hinterland is a mix of residences, seasonal homes and tourist accommodation.
Ebeneezer Chapel stands on the seafront and the parish church of St Elidyr is a mile
to the north. The former village school is also situated there.

Nearby is Colby Lodge, the ‘big house’ of a local estate which was established by Lt
Col John Colby of Ffynonne (Boncath) in 1803 is now owned by the National Trust,
although the house is still used as a family home. Colby Gardens and Woodland is
popular with visitors and local people who enjoy its peace and planting schemes.
Open air theatre and family events take place here in the summer season.

To the east of the village, Amroth Castle caravan and camping site is situated
alongside the beach road. The New Inn stands at the end and marks the beginning of
the 186 mile Pembrokeshire coastal path, one of Britain's long distance national trails.
At the west end of the beach, the coast path runs up the hill behind the beach before
dropping back down to Wisemans Bridge.

Wiseman's Bridge is a tiny hamlet west of Amroth and linked by the coast path. It
has a rocky beach overlooked by the Wiseman’s Bridge Inn and backed by a caravan
site. Residential development follows the road north east up the hill to Summerhill.

A striking feature of Wiseman’s Bridge is the disused railway line and tunnels that run
into Saundersfoot. This is a legacy of the rail system that once transported coal from
local mines to be shipped further afield from Saundersfoot harbour. Within living
memory, an engine called the Rosalind plied back and forth along the route carrying
the rich anthracite. Today visitors and locals enjoy walking and cycling along the route.

Pleasant Valley , a beautiful wooded vale, runs inland to the north of Wiseman's
Bridge and is a popular residential area. A Methodist chapel stands alongside holiday



accommodation and caravan and camping sites. A recently upgraded bridleway links
the communities, making a pleasant walk to the heritage site at Stepaside.

Stepaside was a heavy industrial site during the last forty years of the 19th century,
with a thriving iron works using iron ore and limestone from local quarries. Today it is
privately owned and is strangely deserted. The towering buildings, which have been
consolidated as part of a restoration programme, are graphic reminders of the past.
Interpretation boards give detail of the site and the part played by each building in
what was once a huge complex, employing many local men.

Efforts were made during the 1990’s to establish a thriving visitor experience here. In
addition to the feasibility study at the heritage site, a Craft Village was developed
which included a range of local crafts, a café and bird sanctuary. Despite rigorous
efforts to attract visitors, issues around the County Council’s ownership of the site
meant that it was not able to be developed in the way that had been envisaged. There
is considerable local concern at the potential loss of public access.

The village of Summerhill stands a mile north west of Amroth. Its centre includes a
former Primitive Methodist chapel, now a private residence, a bus stop, public phone
box and heritage panel. Businesses include caravan and camping sites, a hairdresser
and a farm shop at Cwm Rath which is proving very popular.

The communities are surrounded by rich farmland, which were once managed as
smallholdings but diversification is a common feature today. A few dairy farms remain
but most have an additional source of income related to the tourism industry, including
farm bed and breakfast and caravan and boat storage.

A Special Place

During the community visioning workshops residents identified the essential qualities
of their communities. ‘Location, location, location’ was one summary. The beauty of
the environment, the warmth of local people and quality of life was a strong theme.

The ‘rural community atmosphere’, ‘cliff top scenery’, ‘safe, clean beaches’, ‘peace
and quiet’, woodland and wildlife are just a few of the features identified that make the
area special. Its location in the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park and the National
Trust presence are a source of pride. Residents feel that they help to protect the
unique environment of which the ‘family and farming community’ is so important.

The beaches provide ‘old fashioned family sea side holidays’ and peaceful pastimes
include exploring rock pools, dog walking, watching wildlife and walking, riding or
cycling the paths that link the communities. A lack of noise and light pollution were
remarked on and pride in the local history and heritage, including the old iron works at
Stepaside and St Elidyrs Church were mentioned.

Surrounding villages such as Summerhill have easy access to the coast and it is here
that community activities have traditionally taken place in the village hall. This is an
exciting time for what is known as Amroth Parish Hall as the community has been
successful in obtaining Lottery funding which has augmented extensive local
fundraising, to rebuild the hall.



An integration of cultures and variety of activities were also identified as important.
These are as diverse as membership of the thriving W1, church and chapel activities,
the New Years Day Swim and bingo. Others enjoy the pubs and restaurants in
Amroth, Wiseman'’s Bridge and Pleasant Valley, which increasingly promote local food
and produce. The new farm shop at Summerhill is a particular source of pride.

Everyone seemed to really appreciate their area, ‘not commercialised but welcoming’,
and value the combination of natural environment and a strong community spirit.

A Vision for the Future

Local residents have a vision for the future. The essential challenge will be to ‘keep
the serenity and calm of the area — a real asset’ while ensuring that it is thriving with
‘more young people’ and jobs. Ideas and suggestions included:

A ‘sustainable community’ with local food and if possible, fuel production.

Local energy generation would include solar panels, mini wind turbines and
harnessing wave energy.

Improved community facilities would include a children’s play area and village
garden.

A local newsletter would keep residents up to date with happenings in the
different communities and encourage their participation in events and activities.
‘Community evenings’ and other activities were suggested. Activities should be
‘spread throughout the Parish not centred on Amroth’.

Important use the new Amroth Parish Hall at Summerhill.

Maintaining a sense of community would be important, making provision for
young people and children and valuing extended family networks.

Local heritage should be protected and Stepaside Heritage Park should be
restored to the public. Look into the closure of some footpaths.

Valuing the local environment as a whole was another theme which included
the importance of keeping the beach and coastal waters clean and efficient
waste disposal and recycling practices.

Looking at prevented measures to ensure high water quality at all times.

The rural nature would be maintained and ‘low impact off season tourism’
would be encouraged.

Small local farms should be supported to provide food for the community.

A village shop and post office was suggested — subsidised if necessary
Improved access to the beach and some people would like to see improved
lighting along the seafronts

Improved services was a strong theme e.g. a need for mains gas, mains
sewage although there was disagreement on this.

Flooding is a concern and drainage and sea defences should be improved
Electric cables should be undergrounded.

Communication links would be improved including phone and TV reception.
Increasing traffic congestion was a concern - traffic calming needed in villages
and passing places provided in narrow country lanes.

There would be an improved local transport system ‘with a dial up facility.’

A balance between local occupancy and second homes was also mentioned.
Higher rates to subsidise affordable housing for local people was suggested.



A balance between Housing Association private housing should be achieved.
Local democracy is regarded as important and there is a sense that some
people feel powerless and a suggestion that local authorities should ‘take more
attention to the views of the people in the community.’

Getting Action Underway

The communities are active but it is difficult to focus activities because of their
geographical spread. The Amroth Parish Hall will be completed in the next year and
as it name suggests, it should be a focus for the whole community. It is hoped that its
opening will help to re-generate community activities. More volunteers are needed to
ensure that this is achieved and plans can be made for a sustainable future.

New ideas for activities are identified in the Action Plan and this will be subject to
extensive community consultation. Final changes can be agreed at a public meeting
and the process will provide a fresh opportunity for local people to get involved.

Forming a Community Forum to take the action plan proposals forward is an excellent
way of involving people of all ages and interests. Funding agencies require evidence
of community participation - an Action Plan promoted by an active Community Forum
is a very useful starting point.

Implementation of the Action Plan will be assisted by PLANED and partners. Together
they can offer specialist help and funding for projects, including enhancement,
environmental conservation and local history interpretation.

Issues raised in the workshops have been grouped into broad themes in this draft
Action Plan. Where appropriate they relate to named sites, with specific proposals.

Community Facilities

Commentary:
The villages have limited facilities and would like to have more, as they feel this would
provide more opportunities for involving people in a range of activities.

There are few community meeting places so the new Amroth Parish Hall at
Summerhill will be important. Until it was demolished recently the old hall hosted
various activities and events. The community ran a vigorous fund raising campaign
and succeeded in sourcing additional money from the Big Lottery and other funds. A
copy of the Lottery cheque is presently displayed in the village notice board, near to
where the old hall stood, which is currently a building site (pictured below)




A village hall in Amroth was demolished in the 1990’s because it had become a
dangerous structure. The site was turned into a small community garden.

Other venues include St Elidyr's Church to the north of Amroth, the Amroth Arms and
Wiseman'’s Bridge Inn. The Methodist Schoolroom in Pleasant Valley is available for
meetings of about 30 — 40 people. There are no community meeting places in
Stepaside where residents gravitate towards activities at Kilgetty.

Community amenities include a
children’s play area near the hall
site in Summerhill. However,
most of the equipment has been
removed as it had become sub
standard and local people would
like to see new equipment in
place as the dedicated play area
provides a safe and secure site
and it is the only one in the
immediate vicinity.

There is a small play area in Stepaside which is in good working order and is well
used as it is in the entrance to the Heritage site rather than in the main settlement.
There are no public play facilities in Amroth, Wiseman’s Bridge or Pleasant Valley.

Local people would like better access to the beaches for people and boats at Amroth
and Wiseman’s Bridge. Suggestions include improving the slope surfaces with
material such as rubber matting but this would need expert advice.

Proposals:
- All villages should make the most of the new Amroth Parish Hall and draw
together to maximise the opportunities for socialising, recreation and learning.

Upgrade the community seating area in Amroth on old village hall site.

Replace equipment in Summerhill Play area. Involve young people in a survey
to find out what they would use — the Princes Trust may be able to help. Seek
assistance regarding costs and most suitable materials from County Council.
Ask the County Council and National Park Authority for advice about improving
access to the beaches.

The surplus land at the rear of Parish hall be used for both residents and
visitors to the hall.

Community Activities & Communication

Commentary

In addition to the Amroth Community Council, which covers the whole area (two wards
— Amroth and Crunwere), there is a small variety of local groups, clubs, and
organisations, which are used by residents of all the villages.



These include the WI, Amroth Parish Hall Committee, St Elidyrs Church (pictured),
and Ebenezer Chapel in Amroth and the Wesley Methodist Chapel at Pleasant
Valley.

All organise local events,
which  include  musical
concerts and cream teas
through to exhibitions, as
well as running regular
activities such as the
Friday night bingo in the
former hall at Summerhill.

Other events take place at the National Trust owned Colby Lodge and woodland
garden, including theatre and art

exhibitions while pubs and
restaurants organise various
seasonal events.

The National Trust has expressed an
interest in getting more involved with
the local community and one
suggestion being developed in a
local heritage exhibition.

Local people belong to a range of
neighbouring, county and national
organisations including Saundersfoot
Sailing Club, Narberth Rugby Club,
Carmarthen Bay Divers, the Friends

of the National Park, British Horse
Society, National Trust and Wildlife Trust. Others include Young Farmers clubs,
Pembrokeshire Agricultural Society and Pembrokeshire Bridleways Association. Book
clubs and bridge clubs are also popular.

The new Amroth Parish Hall will provide a great venue for clubs and organisations and
provide facilities for education and leisure classes. Suggestions for these were among
information submitted in funding bids. An Activities Survey could bring the situation up
to date and help to identify new volunteers.

A simple Skills Audit carried out during the Community Visioning Workshops showed
that local people have a range of skills, ranging from administration and budgeting
through to artistic skills and practical skills, such as gardening, driving and building.

Some particularly interesting examples included shepherding skills, quilting and fly
tying! Local knowledge and specialist skills such as geology and youth work are
among other experience which could extend the range of interests enjoyed by the
wider community. They could also form the basis of a LETS (Local Exchange Trading
System) if there was sufficient interest.



There is considerable interest in forming a Youth Club and volunteers will be needed
to help run this. Generating more activities for young people and involving them in
community life is regarded as important .

The outdoor environment is the setting for various activities including bird watching,
walking, running and cycling. The beach is used for walking, swimming, horse riding,
sailing and marine sports such as windsurfing and sea kayaking. Fishing competitions
take place on the beach and the New Year’s Day Swim has become a great attraction.

Given an opportunity, local people say that they would like to take part in tennis, rugby
and see sandcastle competitions take place, in addition to existing activities, such as
cycling, sea sports and bird watching. Groups might be formed to promote some of
these such as cycling, fishing or bird watching which could be achieved quite easily
with the help of volunteers willing to share their skills.

Replies to the Community Questionnaire suggest that local people are really
interested in looking after their health and would like more opportunities for exercise.
Lack of spare time, location of sports facilities and lack of childcare were among
reasons for not taking more exercise.

There is also interest in starting a Walking Group which might combine with heritage,
encouraging locals and visitors to enjoy the local area (see Environment section).

There is interest in reviving Amroth Carnival or the original ‘Amroth Big Day.’ This was
traditionally a workers’ day out at the seaside in August, between haymaking and
harvest, around the time of Narberth Horse Fair. It included a carnival, fair, sports and
a concert on the Castle Green. People came in horse drawn gambos from as far away
as Crymych. A number of local people feel that that this sort of event would succeed
in bringing people together in a common aim.

Communication links could be improved in the community. Amroth Community Council
notice boards are located in each village but exchange of information is informal and
on an ad hoc basis. Information is passed on at church and chapel services, in local
shops and pubs but it is felt that a local community newsletter would be a great help.
Volunteers would need to form a group to agree specific tasks. Local businesses
could be asked to fund small adverts to help fund its ongoing publication. A community
website has also been discussed.

Proposals:
- Organise a Community Activities Survey to gauge interest in new activities for

the Amroth Parish Hall and other venues.
Encourage volunteers to help run existing and new activities and look at ways
of making the most of local skills and resources.
Explore opportunities for young people, particularly provision of a Youth Club
and discuss options for youth activities/ project. Enlist help from Princes Trust.
Look at ways of involving young people in community life eg through
representation on the Community Council or proposed Forum.
Look at opportunities for forming groups such as a book or bridge clubs.
Look at potential for more organised outdoor activities such as a Walking Group
which could link with heritage interests and provide opportunities for socialising.



Look at the potential for regenerating a version of Amroth Big Day — involve
local people who have an interest in heritage or specialist local knowledge.
Explore potential for starting a Community Newsletter group.

Explore options for a community website.

Environment, Energy & Recycling

Commentary:

The spectacular natural setting, coastal landscape and numerous special
environmental features, summed up by one local person as ‘the wow factor’, is
appreciated by locals and visitors. It is definitely regarded as a major advantage of
living in the area. People of all ages enjoy the environment and all it has to offer.

In addition to
appreciating the
wonderful views
and clean
beaches, valued
features include
the Carmarthen
Bay Site of
Scientific Interest
(SSS); farms
managed

under the

Tir Gorfal
environmental
scheme and
Colby estate
and woodland.

Inclusion in the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park and the National Trust
involvement was mentioned, as was the variety of wildlife — on land and in the sea.

Maintaining the quality of the natural environment was a major discussion topic at the
community workshops as was the need for balance between encouraging the
development of thriving communities whilst retaining and protecting special qualities.

Residents considered global issues such as climate change and how they had an
impact on local life too. Ensuring that reasonably priced quality food was available
locally was important, as was the cost of waste and ways of using ‘green’ energy
without spoiling the natural environment. It was agreed that everyone can do
something such as recycling and household energy saving at a local level.

It was agreed that people need to take responsibility for their actions and that projects
should be developed in as sustainable a way as possible eg using local contractors.

Water quality was discussed and threats from pollution were regarded as a real

possibility, ranging from dog mess to spills from oil tankers. Losing the blue flag status
at Amroth was a real blow and there is a determination to redress this. Starting a
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Coast Care Group with help from Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum and Keep Wales
Tidy, was proposed as a way of understanding coastal management and what could
be done at a local level. Activities could include ‘social litter picking groups and
‘underwater dive clean ups.’ Dog walkers are responsible people but there is still room
for improvement on dog fouling.

There is general concern about the management of the beach and coastal protection.
There was interest in low scale enhancement of the seafronts which would include
seating, planting and lighting but this would need to balanced with keeping the special
gualities. Comments at the community workshops included ‘keep Amroth as it is,
protect and cherish.” Many people value the uncommercialised quality of the area. The
National Park authority would also be involved in any discussions.

A suggestion for making the most of the environment and the excellent network of
local paths focused on developing ‘local nature and geological trails.” This would tie in
with the idea for more community activities and forming a Walking Group. Walks
would be organised on a monthly basis, led by local people and would take in a variety
of topics, including bird watching, plant life, sea life and geology. (see Business &
Tourism section) Paths should be surveyed for the potential for multi use could be
considered, in liaison with landowners

Recycling facilities are a key part of environmental protection and local residents are
keen recyclers and carry out home composting. The County Council’s ‘orange bag’ is
popular but it could be extended to include more plastic products.

Interest in developing opportunities for harnessing natural energy, including wind and
tidal currents was expressed.

PLANED’s Valuing the Environment officer works with local environment groups,
providing training and support for a variety of activities including habitat and species
audits. Partners will give advice e.g. the County Council provides support for rights of
way issues. A variety of funds is available for community environment projects.

There is real concern about the need to develop better infrastructure for the future as
the sewerage system is already creaking and drainage smells are a problem. There is
much discussion about lighting and signage and a balance needs to be struck
between sufficiency for needs without compromising the area’s natural attributes or
causing various types of pollution.

Proposals:
Form an Environment Group to provide activities relating to a range of topics
including local biodiversity, public rights of way, energy and recycling.
o Encourage sense of shared involvement in care of the local natural and
built environment and explore potential for enhancement opportunities.
0 Include Coast Care and look at beach management as important
element of group’s work.
o Undertake path surveys in liaison with National Park/National Trust and
landowners and look at potential for more cycle/riding routes and
facilities.
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o Promote circular walking routes to encourage locals and visitors to
explore the locality and enjoy its history as part of the Trails proposal.
o0 Review recycling practice to include as many materials as possible.
o Review energy efficiency on a personal and community level and take
steps to raise awareness and save energy in every way possible.
Highlight to PCNPA and Community Council the community concerns with
regard to the sewage situation.
Explore ideas and gather information about alternative sources of energy
including wind and wave power. (Other communities share this interest and
help is available from a variety of sources including the West Wales Eco
Centre.)
Encourage the council to enforce litter and dog fouling byelaws — dog mess can
be put in ordinary bins — signs indicating this should be put on bins. Also, make
it clear where dog walking is allowed.

Heritage & History

Commentary:

Heritage and history are an important part of the area’s identity and the range is huge
— from the petrified forest on Amroth beach to Stepaside Ironworks (pictured left) and
the coal railway tunnels at Wiseman'’s Bridge.

St Elidyr's Church and the non conformist
chapels - Wesley Methodist at Pleasant
Valley (pictured below) and Ebeneezer
Congregational at Amroth - have their own
story to tell. A former chapel at
Summerhill is now a private house.

Other aspects of the local heritage include
quarrying near Summerhill and other parts of
the parish, there was a mill in Stepaside and
evidence of another near Cwm Rath at
Summerhill.  Fishing thrived off Amroth and
Wiseman'’s Bridge.

There were several inns in the area
during the 19" century, particularly in
Stepaside where workmen would
have called at the humble hostelries to
quench their thirst, quite different from
the luxurious pubs of today.
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The Colby estate is another rich source of history which over 30,000 visitors enjoy
each year, although many of them probably venture no further into the parish. This is
something which could be addressed as part of a sustainable tourism strategy that
would balance environmental concerns with a need to boost the local economy
(Business & Tourism).

A network of local paths bear witness to what were once well trodden routes to work
used by local men. Even the stiles are historic! One near St Elidyr’s church is pictured.

Wartime history is another aspect as the mock invasions for Dunkirk took place on the
beaches which were covered in barbed wire and out of bounds.

Residents are proud of their community history and a number of local books have
been published by Roscoe Howells. A local history group formed to compile the village
history leaflets some years ago. There is enthusiasm for developing other ways of
interpreting and promoting the history such as organising Heritage Walks which would
tie in with ideas for a local Walking Group and have social and health benefits.

There was also a suggestion to capture ‘the old Pembrokeshire that is left in this
community’ and this could be done by means of a simple oral history project,
encouraging local people to recall their memories over the past century. Better
promotion of leaflets was also mentioned and ideas included having more information
points in the parish — the Amroth car park and Stepaside Heritage park are examples.

Making the most of local heritage can help to get more people involved in local events
and the revival of Amroth Big Day would be a good opportunity to combine a range of
interests and skills and might well generate confidence to stage other events.

Proposals:
Gauge interest in forming a Local History Group to:
o Undertake further research and publish material
o Explore ways of capturing ‘old Pembrokeshire’ e.g. recording memories.
o Organise a local history exhibition, possibly in liaison with the National
Trust, using material already collected.
Look at potential for publishing leaflet of Local History Trail to encourage
interest in heritage and walking.
Make contact Pembrokeshire Military History group.
Get involved in proposed revival of Amroth Big Day — the memories of very
elderly people would be very helpful.

Obtain a list of local historical features from Dyfed Archaeological Trust which
keeps a record of Ancient Sites and Monuments — there may still be some
surprises.

Obtain support and advice from PLANED’s Sense of Place officer to develop

these proposals.
Business & Tourism

Commentary:
There is a range of businesses in the
communities, ranging from small
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farms to shops and pubs with accommodation.

Amroth has three pubs, the Pirates Restaurant and gift shop, and a general store and
off licence.

Accommodation providers include bed and breakfast, self catering cottages and
Amroth Castle caravan and camping site.

In addition to the Wiseman’s Bridge Inn, there are several caravan sites within the
village and along the road to Summerhill.

There is a hairdresser and
caravan sites at Summerhill
and the new farm shop at
Cwm Rath farm is proving
very popular.

There are no longer any shops in Stepaside but the
Coachworks garage is based here and The Steps
restaurant has opened on the former Stepaside Inn
site.

Local people regret the lack of a
local post office but people value
the local shops.

There is a real interest in
developing year round tourism
opportunities and making the most
of special environment and
heritage features. More could be
made of the start/end of the
Pembrokeshire Coast Path too.

Generating new community
activities would also give visitors
more opportunities to enjoy the
area and spend their money but all
tourism development must be

sensitive and sustainable.

The proposal to develop ‘walking and geological trails’ would be a means of helping to
promote sustainable and possibly niche tourism — focusing on the special features of
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the area. Local buses would be used to link circular walks, minimising pollution.
Walks, led by local experts would be included in visitor literature as well as being
highlighted in the new community newsletter.

There was enthusiasm for idea from those who really enjoy the local environment and
feel it could be better explored without being exploited. Examples from other areas
included the Preseli Circle routes where a walking festival is held and riding trails have
been developed to encourage people to bring their horses on holiday.

Not only does this provide opportunities for small scale tourism businesses such as
bed and breakfast providers, who can obtain advice and training from various
agencies, but it can also benefit the community in various ways. These might include
opening the parish hall in summer for a heritage exhibition and cream teas which
would raise funds for the future maintenance of the Hall and draw volunteers together
to run the sessions.

In addition to the coast and countryside, the National
Trust attracts 30,000 visitors to Colby Woodland
Garden every year. Many of these arrive and leave
Colby without even exploring the rest of the parish
and with better signage, which was a major concern
in the community workshops, this could be achieved.
(pictured right)

The importance of a need for balance between
enterprise and protection of the environment is
recognised. Business and tourism must be
sustainable to create a strong and thriving
community for the future.

Business people want to see year round trade with
improved promotion and improved transport links.
Traffic management would be very important and

park and ride and shuttle buses have been
suggested (see Traffic, Transport & Highways section).

The Community Questionnaire indicated that 12 respondents owned or managed a
business in the community. All of them own their own premises. One person was
interested in starting a new business, and one person would like to take advantage of
business advice. Asked about barriers to running a business locally problems with
recruitment and staff, transport, local support and year round trade were cited.

National strategies like the Wales Spatial Plan recognise the importance of a quality
environment as a major attraction for visitors whilst ensuring that tourism development
is sustainable and communities remain strong.

Proposals:

o Form a local business group to look at ways of encouraging year round trade to
explore opportunities for sustainable tourism including niche markets such as
walking or riding holidays.

0 Support development of events such as revival of Amroth Big Day.
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o Organise visits to communities that host successful annual festivals of different
duration, including St Dogmaels, Saundersfoot and Crymych.

o Encourage local people to shop local and support food producers and farm
shops.

o Enlist professional help from the County Council to look at infrastructure of the
whole parish to include sewerage system, signage, lighting etc

o Traffic management issues also need addressing (see Traffic section)

o Explore the possibility of making more of a feature of the Start/ Finish of the
Pembrokeshire National Park Coastal Path.

Housing & Services

Commentary:

Local people feel that the future development of housing should be geared towards
encouraging local young people to remain in the area so that they can use their skills
and education to boost the local economy.

The growing number of second homes is a concern and local people want to see more
properties occupied throughout the year which they say would also ‘enable more
community life.’

Replies to the Community Questionnaire suggest that 16 families would be seeking
new homes in the coming years. 8 would be looking for affordable housing and 7
private housing to purchase.

The community will be encouraged to participate in the Local Development Plan
consultation — it will provide opportunities to identify potential sites for affordable
housing. The process is currently being publicised through a booklet call ‘LDP Wales —
Planning your Community: a guide to Local Development Plans’, issued by the Welsh
Assembly Government. It stressed the importance of community involvement.

Many local people are unhappy with some services.

They feel that the whole infrastructure, especially the sewerage system and its ability
to cope with increasing numbers of people, needs reviewing and updating. Flooding is
seen as a threat and flood defence is an ongoing project.

There are public toilets in Wiseman'’s Bridge and Amroth which are well maintained.

There is great debate about lighting — some people want more lighting eg ‘over the hill
from New Inn’ and along Pleasant Valley but they also want pavements — to others
this would be an anathema. There were suggestions to improve lighting in Amroth.
Undergrounding of cables was also discussed and on a larger scale, removal of
pylons. Local people would also like to see a mains gas supply.

There is concern about television and telecommunication reception and Broadband
access, which is patchy. The Community council are looking into this.
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Proposals:
Encourage the Community Council to:
o Publicise the Local Development Plan consultation
Meet with the Rural Housing Enabler and undertake a local Housing
Needs Survey to assess demand for homes for first time buyers.
Identify sites for housing for local people.
Seek advice and information regarding infrastructure concerns.
Explore potential for mains gas supply.

Traffic, Transport & Highways

Commentary:

Residents have a number of traffic and road safety concerns because during the
summer roads become blocked and delays occur. Traffic calming to reduce speed and
reducing congestion are seen as priorities.

Numerous possible solutions are suggested — from a by pass and shuttle busses to
speed cameras and sleeping policemen.

There are bus stops in Amroth, Summerhill (pictured), Wiseman’'s Bridge and

Stepaside. In Pleasant Valley. Residents
think the bus service is pretty good but
would like more flexibility and the idea of
shuttle buses appeals, especially to tie in
with the walking project. A park and ride
coastal bus for short local trips was
suggested. This would help visitors and
older residents as well as cut car journeys,
which helps the environment.

There is a free car par at Amroth which is
owned by the National Park Authority.

Limited car parking space is also provided
along the sea front. There is an informal parking area along the seafront in Wiseman’s
Bridge.

Local people were keen to re-design the Amroth car park to include better signing so
that visitors realised that it existed. The ‘new look’ would have clearer signage to
Colby and the parish church, the footbridge which leads directly to the seafront would
be signed and so would the toilets.

The ‘new look’ car park would have bicycle racks and a new interpretation board with
a dispenser for the Amroth village leaflet. It would also be a pick up point for a ‘coastal
cruiser-type park and ride bus service.

Parking on double yellow lines in the villages should be prevented and people

encouraged to use alternative forms wherever possible, including, walking and cycling
or public transport.
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It was suggested that a code of conduct to encourage multi use of local paths and
trails should be developed. Walkers, riders and cyclists would be clear about priorities
of use. They could enjoy them more fully and be provided with information to help
them understand linkages to long distance trails, including the coast path and a
proposed long distance bridleway.

There is support available for this idea from local horse riders who are members of the
Local Access Forum. Some bye laws may need changing but it would help more
people get off the roads and lead to less overall pollution. There would need to be
careful and thorough consultation with landowners, the various local authorities and
user groups such as the Ramblers and British Horse Society.

This could tie in with sustainable tourism ideas (see Business & tourism section)to
encourage people to arrive without cars and take advantage of cycle hire or bring their
horses and use local accommodation providers who also offer horse livery.

There is an interest in alternative forms of transport, such as cycling and people
appreciate the local lanes and bridleways for this activity. Respondents to the
Community Questionnaire used cars to access healthcare, to go shopping and the get
to work. 6 people walk to the shops and post office, and 3 people cycle. The majority
of people would like to walk are cycle more to reduce fuel consumption and for
exercise, but felt the distance to facilities were too great. 2 people would like to use
the train more but felt it was difficult due to expense and the lack of parking facilities at
their nearest station Kilgetty.

Proposals:

Work with the Community Council and Pembrokeshire County Council to:

o0 Undertake a Traffic Management Study in consultation with the community to
assess need for traffic calming, better signage etc.

0 Review car parking arrangements. Request that National Park Authority looks at

improving Amroth car park, making use of space more efficient, providing bike

racks, interpretation and giving it a general face lift.

Enforce local traffic parking restrictions in villages.

Develop a code of conduct to encourage multi use of local paths and trails.

Enlist help of Rural Transport officer to look at improving bus service.

Explore potential for a ‘coastal cruiser’ style park and ride service.

Provision of car parking for the new village hall at Summerhill.

Request clarification of the status of the car park at Stepaside Heritage Park for

use by the public.

O O O0OO0O0Oo

Implementation/Working Groups

In order that the Action Plan can be progressed effectively it is proposed that a
Community Forum be formed. Working groups could progress the proposals —
reporting back to the whole Community Forum — and in consultation with the
Community Council to liaise with relevant providers eg the Highway Authority.

The Working Groups could be centred on:

Community - facilities, activities and communications.
Environment - including coastcare, rights of way, energy & waste
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Heritage

Business and Tourism

Work with the Community Council on:
0 Housing & Services.
o Transport, Traffic & Highways

It is important that the Groups:
- Work within the agreed Action Plan and report to a Community Forum
Work with existing groups, including the Community Council and agencies.
Meet on a regular basis — at least four times a year.
Keep the broader community informed of progress.
Are representative of the whole community (all villages)

Support, advice and funding would be offered by PLANED and partner organisations
to help progress the Action Plan proposals.

The Bigger Picture

A quick look at the Welsh Assembly Government website provides reams of reading
material relating to the future development of Wales. The Wales Spatial Plan is the
keystone and it sits alongside ‘Wales a Better Country’; the ‘Sustainable Development
Scheme’ and ‘Wales: A Vibrant Economy.’

Within the Spatial Plan, Wales is divided into regional areas, with their own individual
visions, strategy and action areas with one dedicated to ‘Pembrokeshire and The
Havens' area. The vision is for ‘strong communities supported by a sustainable
economy, based on the area’s unique environment, maritime access and tourism
opportunities.’

19



